
 

 

 
 

 

A Step-by-Step Guide to Drafting Your Own Will 

 

Step 1: Title Your Will 

o Clearly title the document as your "Last Will and Testament." 

o Include your full legal name and any other names you've used 

(e.g., maiden name). 

o State that this will revokes any prior wills. 

 

Step 2: Declare Your Intentions 

o Declare that you are of sound mind and that the will reflects your 

wishes. 

o Clarify that the will is made voluntarily and outlines your estate 

distribution. 

 

Step 3: Appoint an Executor 

o Name a trusted individual as the executor to manage your estate 

after your passing. 

o Choose an alternate executor in case your first choice cannot 

serve. 

 

Step 4: Appoint a Guardian for Minors 

o If you have children under 18, designate a guardian who will 

care for them if both parents pass away. 

o Consider naming a backup guardian. 

 

Step 5: Create an Inventory of Assets 

o List all assets you own, such as: 

▪ Real estate (e.g., house, land) 

▪ Personal belongings (e.g., jewellery, cars) 

▪ Pets 

▪ Financial assets (e.g., bank accounts, stocks) 

o Be specific in your descriptions to avoid confusion. 

 

 



 

  
 

Step 6: Name Beneficiaries 

o For each asset, name a beneficiary (e.g., family members, 

friends, charities). 

o If there is someone you wish to exclude, clearly state this in the 

will. 

 

Step 7: Include a Residuary Clause 

o Add a residuary clause to cover assets not specifically 

mentioned. 

o You can assign these remaining assets to a beneficiary or leave 

them to the executor’s discretion. 

 

Step 8: Address Special Assets 

o If you have trusts, investment accounts, or other special assets, 

make sure to specify how they should be handled. 

o Note that some of these assets may not be covered by the will and 

instead pass directly to beneficiaries. 

 

Step 9: Sign Your Will with Witnesses 

o Sign the will in the presence of two witnesses. 

o Witnesses should not be beneficiaries. 

 

Step 10: Store Your Will Safely 

o Store the original will in a safe place (e.g., safe deposit box). 

o Ensure your executor or trusted person knows where to find it. 

 

Step 11: Review and Update Your Will Regularly 

o Revisit your will after major life changes such as: 

▪ Marriage or divorce 

▪ Birth of children or grandchildren 

▪ Major purchases (e.g., a home) 

▪ Moving to a new place 

o Set a reminder to review your will every few years, even if no 

major changes have occurred. 

 

Disclaimer: Drafting your own will can be a straightforward process, but it is 

always wise to seek professional advice to avoid unintended consequences.  


